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PLA National Conference—Boston 2006 

 
As always, I will try to share some of the highlights of this confer-
ence with you in this newsletter issue and the summer issue. 
 
The first event I attended was a pre-conference on Crossing the 
Aisle—Reader’s Advisory for History—Fiction and Non-Fiction. This 
was an excellent introduction to the historical fiction genre. The key-
note speaker, Sarah Johnson, shared the following Guide to Histori-
cal Fiction Subgenres. 
 
The Basics: 
Traditional Historical Novels: Entertaining, straightforwardly-told 
novels that portray a historical period, place and its inhabitants as 
realistically as possible. Benchmark authors include Jean Auel, 
Jean Plaidy, Sharon Kay Penman and W. Michael and Kathleen 
O’Neal Gear. 
 
Multi-Period Epics: Chronological fictional snapshots of one histori-
cal period, or about a particular cultural/ethnic group, which show 
how a place and its people have changed over time. Benchmark au-
thors include James Michener and Edward Rutherford. 
 
Sagas: Historical novels that focus on characters’ domestic lives 
and family relationships, especially over multiple generations. They 
may occur in multi-volume series.  Benchmark authors include Alex 
Haley, John Jakes, Eugenia Price, Catherine Cookson and Philippa 
Carr. 
 
Western Historical Novels: Novels set in the historical American 
West, from the mid-16th century through the mid-20th century, 
which incorporate significant historical detail and a strong sense of 
place.  Benchmark authors include Louis L’Amour, Larry McMurtry, 
Jeanne Williams, Don Coldsmith and Elmer Kelton. 
 
Genre-Blending: 
Historical Mysteries: Novels in which detectives from past eras 
serve justice by solving crimes, using techniques appropriate to the 
time period.  Benchmark authors include Margaret Frazer, Anne 
Perry, Ellis Peters,  and Elizabeth Peters. 

(continued on page 4) 



The CHIRS Road Team Is Coming Your Way! 
by Teresa Hartman 

 
Is it a NASCAR racing team? Is it a lost Paris-
Dakar rally team? No, it’s the CHIRS Road 
Team of 2006! CHIRS librarians will be traveling 
Nebraska highways this April to visit public li-
braries. During each visit, team members will 
deliver new display materials, discuss upcoming 
CHIRS training opportunities, and describe 
plans for the new Go Local Nebraska initiative 
(http://www.unmc.edu/library/golocal/ ).  Each 
visit will also be a time to catch up on ways that 
your library and patrons use the CHIRS ser-
vices, and how the CHIRS librarians can best 
work for you and with you in the years to come.  
 
The CHIRS Road Team will be making their 
travel schedule during March, and plan to visit 
as many public libraries as they can. If you 
would like the CHIRS Road Team to visit your 
library, please send an email to thart-
man@unmc.edu . 
 
 

CD/DVD Cleaning/Repairing 
The South Sioux City Public Library has pur-
chased a machine to clean and repair CDs and 
DVDs. We are charging $2 per use. If you have 
any repair/cleaning needs, we are happy to do 
them for you. We are also cleaning/repairing pa-
tron CDs/DVDs. Just let me know that they are 
coming, we will take care of them and bill you for 
repair/cleaning plus postage to mail them back.  
Kathy Jacobs, Director 
South Sioux City Public Library 
2121 Dakota Avenue 
South Sioux City, NE 68776 
Phone: 402-494-7545 
 
 

Trustee Citation Award Nominations 
 
It is time to think about nominating your 
outstanding trustee(s) for the Trustee Citation 
Award. Here is the criteria for the award.  
Criteria: 
 
The recipient must be a member of the 
Trustees, Users and Friends Section of the 

Nebraska Library Association. Send three letters 
of support for your nominee with your letter of 
nomination by July 10th to the TUFS Chair, 
Maggie Harding, PO Box 98, Crete NE 68333. 
Selection will be made on the basis of the 
following criteria: 
1.  Contribution toward the implementation of 
sound, efficient library policies resulting in the 
advancement of library service within the 
community. 
2.  Contribution toward the strengthening of 
library services outside the area of the local 
community (regional, statewide or national). 
3.  Effectiveness in serving jointly as the library's 
spokesperson to the community, and the 
communities' spokesperson to the library. 
 
 
Meritorious Service & Mari Sandoz Awards 

 
The NLA Citation Committee invites nominations 
for the Meritorious Service Award and the Mari 
Sandoz Award for the year 2006.   
 
The Meritorious Service Award is given annu-
ally to a person, corporation, or organization 
which has contributed to the improvement of li-
brary service in a local community, region, state 
agency, or in library legislation.   
 
The Mari Sandoz Award recognizes significant, 
enduring contribution to the Nebraska book 
world through writing, film production, or related 
activity.   
 
Nomination procedures: 

1. The original letter of nomination should 
include the nominee’s name, address, 
telephone number, accomplishments, and 
any relevant supporting documentation.  
The letter should include the name, title, 
address, and telephone number of the 
person or group making the nomination. 

2. At least four additional letters that support 
and endorse the nomination are required.  
Such letters may provide further informa-
tion about the nomination. 

3. The NLA Meritorious Service Award may 
be given to an individual or group. 

4. More information and lists of past recipi-



ents may be found in the NLA Handbook 
at http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/
handbook/handbook8.htm 

5. Nominations and letters of support must 
be received by May 30, 2006. 
Mail to: 
Sally Payne, Chair NLA Citation Commit-
tee 
Sump Memorial Library 
222 N Jefferson St. 
Papillion, NE  68046 
Nominations may also be submitted via e-
mail to spayne@sumplibrary.info 

 
 
Woman’s Day magazine wants to learn how 

the library has changed lives 
 
The magazine announced the editorial initiative 
in its March 7 issue, which reached subscribers 
last week. In the issue, the magazine declares 
that libraries are magical places and asks read-
ers to submit their stories in 700 words or less. 
Stories can be sent to womansday@ala.org 
from now until May 10, 2006, when the promo-
tion closes.Four of the submissions will be fea-
tured in an upcoming issue of Woman’s Day.  
 
Librarians can promote the initiative in their li-
brary by downloading free promotional tools 
from the ALA @ your library® Web site, http://
www.ala.org/ala/pio/campaign/sponsorship/
wdchangelives.htm Tools include a sample 
press release, downloadable logos, sample 
newsletter copy and flyer.  
 
In the same issue, Woman’s Day highlights the 
two winners from last years editorial initiative, 
which asked people why they would want to re-
search their family trees at the library. The four-
page article features librarians Howard Gruene-
berg from the Urbana (Ill.) Free Library and 
Shellie Cocking from the San Francisco Public 
Library guiding the winners through library re-
sources to help them discover new parts of their 
family history. It also includes a sidebar with tips 
on plotting family history from ALA member 
Stephen C. Young of the Family History Library 
in Salt Lake City, Utah. Young is chair of the ge-
nealogy committee for the Reference and User 

Services Associations (RUSA) history section.  
 
The ALA partnership with Woman’s Day began 
in 2002 with a series of workshops for aspiring 
writers led by writers from the magazine. It has 
developed into a multi-program partnership that 
has resulted in approximately $4 million in li-
brary-related editorial coverage in five issues of 
the magazine, donated ad space and an online 
book club featuring ALA members.  
 
 
The writing workshops will kick off again this 
year during National Library Week at 10 commu-
nity college and public libraries throughout the 
country. Currently, the Woman’s Day online 
book club features YALSA members book rec-
ommendations for young adults, and beginning 
this summer, the book club will highlight RUSA 
members. The book club is available by visiting 
www.womansday.com/community . 
 
Woman’s Day is a Founding Partner of The 
Campaign for Americas Libraries, the ALA’s 
multi-year public awareness and advocacy cam-
paign to promote the value of libraries and li-
brarians in the 21st century. 
 
 
 Step Up to the Plate @ your library®:  
 Baseball Hall of Fame Named  
 Campaign Founding Partner 
 
The American Library Association is pleased to 
announce that the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame and Museum is the latest Founding Part-
ner in @ your library®, The Campaign for Amer-
ica's Libraries, ALA's national, multi-year public 
awareness and advocacy campaign about the 
value of libraries and librarians in the 21st cen-
tury.  
 
As a Founding Partner, the Hall of Fame is co-
developing with ALA a new baseball literacy pro-
gram that will launch at the end of April. Entitled 
"Step Up to the Plate @ your library®," the initia-
tive continues the program originally developed 
with Major League Baseball, which successfully 
concluded in 2005.  
 



"To be a founding partner in the Step Up to the 
Plate @ your library initiative is a wonderful ex-
tension of the Baseball Hall of Fame's education 
mission," says Dale Petroskey, president, Na-
tional Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum. "The 
collaboration of such an historic museum with an 
organization of the ALA's distinction will further 
promote the importance of 21st century literacy 
and encourage a love of libraries and baseball 
as two of our greatest national pastimes." 
 
The Hall of Fame is creating all new baseball 
trivia questions for the program, as it has done 
for the last several years. Questions will be or-
ganized by age group (10 and under, 11-13, 14-
17 and 18 and over) and address five topic ar-
eas: women in baseball; African-Americans in 
baseball; Hispanics in baseball; Major League 
Baseball; and ball parks.  
 
The Hall of Fame also is providing new prizes 
and incentives for the program. The 2006 Step 
Up to the Plate grand-prize will be a trip for two 
to Cooperstown to attend the museum's World 
Series Gala event on Saturday, October 21, as 
well as a behind-the-scenes tour of the Hall of 
Fame.  
 
Twenty first-place prize packages also will be 
awarded (five in each of the four age groups). 
They will include a commemorative hardbound 
copy of the Hall of Fame Yearbook; Hall of 
Fame t-shirt; commemorative set of 20 Hall of 
Fame baseball cards; DVD copy of the classic 
baseball movie, "The Sandlot;" miniature souve-
nir Akadema Pro baseball glove; and a Jackie 
Robinson History Lives poster from ALA Graph-
ics.  
 
More information about "Step Up to the Plate @ 
your library" will be released later this month on 
the @ your library Website at www.ala.org/
@yourlibrary, including prizes and incentives for 
libraries that bring in the most entries and re-
sources to help libraries promote the program 
locally.  
 
  
Crossing the Aisle: Reader’s Advisory contin-
ued from page one: 

 
Romantic Historical Novels: Emotionally engag-
ing novels focusing on the love relationship be-
tween two people, most typically a woman and a 
man. Three categories, depending on the 
novel’s scope and the history/romance balance: 
romantic epics, romantic historicals and histori-
cal romances.  Benchmark authors include Jo 
Beverley, Sara Donati, Roberta Gellis, Geor-
gette Heyer, M.M. Kaye and Maggie Osborne. 
 
Historical Adventure:  Fast-paced, action-
oriented historical novels with heroic protago-
nists who travel far and wide in their quest for 
adventure, to fight the enemy, or to face off 
against nature. Benchmark authors include 
James Clavell, Bernard Cornwell, C.S. Forester 
and Patrick O’Brian.  
 
Historical Thrillers: Suspenseful stories set in the 
past that feature intelligent protagonists (usually 
male) who find themselves in perilous situations, 
with potential danger always around the corner. 
Benchmark authors include Caleb Carr, Ken Fol-
lett and Alan Furst. 
 
Literary Historical Novels: Lyrically written nov-
els that use historical settings, eloquent lan-
guage, and multi-layered plotlines to convey 
contemporary themes. Benchmark authors in-
clude Tracy Chevalier, Susan Vreeland and 
Sarah Dunant. 
 
Christian Historical Novels: Novels in which the 
authors share their own deeply held Christian 
beliefs via thoughtful stories about characters 
who struggle to live godly lives in an imperfect 
world. Most often used to refer to evangelical 
fiction; also called “inspirational fiction” by pub-
lishers. Benchmark authors include Gilbert Mor-
ris, Tracie Peterson, Michael Phillips, Francine 
Rivers and Bodie and Brock Thoene. 
 
The Outer Limits 
Time-Slip Novels: Creatively written novels that 
help readers imagine that slipping from one time 
period to another is indeed possible. Benchmark 
authors include Barbara Erskine, Jack Finney, 
Kage Baker and Anya Seton. 
 



Alternate History: Novels that examine alterna-
tive possible outcomes for past events, explor-
ing how history may have changed as a result. 
Benchmark authors include Harry Harrison, 
Harry Turtledove, Newt Gingrich and William 
Fortschen. 
 
Historical Fantasy: Historical novels that contain 
elements of the fantastic: magic, supernatural 
powers, mythical creatures, and the like. Bench-
mark authors include Marion Zimmer Bradley, 
Barry Hughart, Rosalind Miles and Judith Tarr. 
 
 

Green Darkness by Anya 
Seton is one of my favorite 
historical fiction novels. I 
first read it in college and 
was intrigued to find it on 
the bibliography for this the 
Reader’s Advisory program.  
This time slip novel begins 
in 1968 but travels back to 

the 1550’s.  The characters in 1968 are other 
characters in their 1500’s incarnations.  This is 
a novel about righting a wrong in the past be-
fore happiness can be found in the present.  
Highly recommended for those of you who like 
historical fiction! 
 
   
 

Something Happened at the Library 
 
This was the last program that I attended and 
was a fun way to end the conference. Presenter 
Rob Reid is a former Children’s Librarian and 
this was a hands-on action filled session.  Be-
low is a wonderful book rap that could be used 
when you are meeting with a group of kids to 
talk about books. 
 

“The Rappin’ Rob Library Rap” 
 

I’m Rappin’ Rob and I gotta job and that’s tellin’ 
kids about books. 
So lend me an ear...get over here! And don’t 
give me no dirty looks. 
I’m a storyteller, a pretty nice feller. There’s no 
need for you to be wary. 
Get your act together, get light as a feather and 

fly down to the library. 
We g-g-got...We g-g-got...We g-g-got...B B B B 
B-Books on… 
Boys digging holes, 
Boys swallowin’ keys, 
Chrysanthemum, 
Minerva Louise. 
A Winn-Dixie dog 
And froggies that flew, 
A princess diary and a  
Click Clack Moo! 
Olivia the pig, 
The Redwall crew, 
The Stinky Cheese Man 
And others—PU! 
We got your sideways stories 
From a wayside school; 
Or is it wayside stories 
From a sideways school? 
Yo! Yes? Chicka Boom 
And a Zin! Zin! Zin! 
A Lon Po Po, 
I Spy! We Win! 
Hey! Junie B. Jones! 
You know that we got her, 
And how could we ever 
Forget Harry Potter! 
We g-g-g-got books! 
Now I’ve said my rap, think I’ll take a nap. Hope 
my dreams aren’t scary.  
‘Cause when I wake up all new, I’ll find that my 
dreams have come true 
‘Cause I’m going to the library! 
 
Rob’s Humor Tricks of the Trade: 
 
1. Prepare Your Audience—”Storyteller War-

mups” from Something Funny Happened… 
2. Be Expressive. 
3. Find Your Voice. 
4. Experiment 
5. Create Material—”She’ll Be Driving a Bull-

dozer” from Storytime Slam. 
6. Pace Yourself. 
7. Avoid Inappropriate Humor. 
8. Have Fun. 
 
What gets the loudest laughs from the kids? 
 
Believe it or not: “Two Little Blackbirds” from 
Family Storytime. 
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Board Meeting Minutes 
March 27, 2006 
Conference Call 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  President Gail Irwin called the meet-
ing to order at 3:53 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Board members answering roll call were:  
Joan Davis, Maxine Erpelding, Gail Irwin, Penny Jeffrey, 
Mary Koch, Kristina Owen, Michelle Self, and Stacy Vogel.  
Also present was Administrator Sharon Osenga. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Motion by Maxine Erpelding, 
seconded by Stacy Vogel, to approve the agenda.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Penny Jeffrey made a mo-
tion, seconded by Kristina Owen, to approve the minutes 
of the August 5, 2005 and January 12, 2006 meetings as 
written.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  Thank you notes were read from 
Arnold Public Schools for the four books; Ravenna Public 
Library for the excellent Youth Services Retreat; Broken 
Bow Public Library for the Children’s Youth Services grant; 
and, from Litchfield Public School, also for the Children’s 
Youth Services grant. 
 
There was some discussion about the need to further clar-
ify the grant rules but there was general consensus that 
the rules are clearly stated and that there should be no 
further obligation to contact an applying entity if the rules 
are not followed. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Sharon reported we are in 
good shape as far as the budget.  Travel appears to be a 
problem but her travel has already been, or will be, reim-
bursed by the NE Library Commission so we are okay 
there.  We will be over-budget on insurance but knew that 
when the year started.  Penny Jeffrey made a motion, sec-
onded by Michelle Self, to approve the treasurer’s report 
and the bills for January – February.  Roll call vote was 
unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 
Workshops:  Board packets included evaluation forms 
from the Online Reference Workshop and the Youth Ser-
vices Retreat sponsored by Meridian, Northeast and Re-
publican Valley Library Systems. Aurora worked out well 
for the Youth Services Retreat and will probably be used 
again in two years. 

 
Public Library Association Annual Conference:  Sharon 
just returned by PLA in Boston.  Good conference and 
speakers.  Noticed a move away from so many techno-      

logy topics to more traditional ones.  Linda Ellerbee 
was the keynote speaker.  The Nebraska Library Com-
mission will reimburse her costs. 
 
Mountain Plains Library Association State Confer-
ences:  Sharon will attend 3 state conferences as re-

quired by virtue of being President of MPLA.  She will 
attend New Mexico’s April 19-21; South Dakota’s Sep-
tember 20-22; and, Colorado’s November 9-11.  Costs 
will be paid by MPLA. 
 
Nebraska Library Association Annual Conference:  It 
will be held at the Qwest Center October 25-27.  Pre-
conference will be a tour and wine tasting at Brown-
ville. 
 
Grants:  The systems were awarded an LSTA grant for 
purchase of MP3 players and iPods to be used for 
downloadable audio and then loaning them to libraries.  
Applications for Continuing Ed. grants are now avail-
able.  At least four of the Systems will write a C.E. 
grant to bring in Karen Hyman. 
 
SYSTEM BUSINESS: 
Annual meeting:  The annual meeting will be June 16th 
at Ainsworth.  The program will feature a slideshow by 
Dean Jacobs, entitled, “A Wondrous Journey.”   He will 
have books available for purchase.  The annual meet-
ing will be at 11:00 followed by lunch and the program.  
Cost is $10 and attendance is mandatory for Meridian 
System board members. 
 
Board elections:  Joan Davis goes off the board.  Joan 
expressed her appreciation for the opportunity to serve 
on the Board.   Need a library user to fill her position 
and can be from anywhere in the System.  Sharon 
needs to have names by May 1.  Nomination form was 
in the last newsletter. 
 
Public Address System Loan Policy:  The Nebraska 
Library Commission bought each system a public ad-
dress system with lapel mike.  Sharon presented 
a public address system loan policy for our approval.  
Stacy Vogel moved, with a second from Maxine 
Erpelding, to approve the policy.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting will be our annual 
meeting June 16th at 11:00 a.m. at the Ainsworth Pub-
lic Library.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Maxine Erpelding made a motion, 
seconded by Penny Jeffrey, to adjourn.  Meeting was 
adjourned at 4:26 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Mary Koch 
Meridian Library System Board Secretary  

 



Proper Disposal of Computer Equipment 
(Preventing Toxic PC Junk from  

Getting into Landfills) 
By John Seyfarth, Sump Memorial Library 

 
 Everyone that possesses and uses com-
puter equipment will have to get rid of it eventu-
ally. Unfortunately, computer equipment has a 
number of toxic materials imbedded within it. 
So, environmentally conscious librarians (as I 
am sure just about all of us are) need to be 
aware of (a) the hazardous nature of the materi-
als within, (b) how to properly recycle com-
puters and (c) how to properly dispose of them. 
 First, we need to become aware of just 
what is so toxic and hazardous about the com-
puter equipment that we are ready to dispose 
of. According to a recent article in the Galt 
Global Review, “Landfill and incinerator facilities 
are often the final resting place for electronic 
waste. Computers, cell phones, electronic 
games, television sets – are piling up with in-
creasing rapidity, ready to be burned or buried. 
But are you aware that these leftover gadgets 
are loaded with toxins that can leak into the 
groundwater or produce carcinogens and toxins 
Your computer equipment could contain highly 
toxic materials. Computer equipment is a com-
plicated assembly of more than 1,000 materials, 
many of which are highly toxic, such as chlorin-
ated and brominated substances, toxic gases, 
toxic metals, biologically active materials, plas-
tics and plastic additives.”1 

 Given this, we librarians need to be good 
shepherds of our environment, and properly dis-
pose of our obsolete assets.  If the computers 
are not to old, and they are complete, consider 
donating them to another activity that perhaps 
can use the lesser capabilities available in 
these machines. Generally speaking most ac-
tivities have certain minimum equipment 
standards, and will require an operational and 
complete machine (CPU, keyboard, monitor, 
mouse and the cords). If it is not possible to 
give them to an activity that can use them as is, 
or they are not complete, it may be possible to 
donate them to an activity that can find a home 
for them. My research today indicates that the 
Salvation Army in both Omaha and Lincoln will 
take computer equipment that will run, including 
incomplete units. They told me today that they 

will take CPUs, Monitors, Keyboards, Mice, and 
Printers. The only problem is that they are only 
located in Omaha and Lincoln, with no facilities 
further west or north. So, if you can, the equip-
ment can be dropped off at one of the following 
addresses in Lincoln or Omaha: 
• 82nd and Grover (East of Magelsens) in 
Omaha 
• 84th and Park Drive in Ralson 
• 75th and Dodge in Omaha 
• 1502 Harland Drive in Bellevue 
• 48th and Leiton in northern Lincoln 
• 48th and VanDorn in southern Lincoln 
 If you have equipment that simply needs 
to be recycled, then there are some recyclers 
available to take your equipment and recycle it 
in an environmentally conscious way. Gener-
ally, they take any equipment, but there is un-
usually per pound fee of from $0.25 to $0.35. 
The important thing is that they will separate 
and properly dispose of the toxic materials and 
ensure that they are recycled in a manner that 
does not affect the environment. It is important 
that before you give them a call before you take 
the material to them and they will advise you 
what they will take that day: 
• CP Recovery, 7534 F Street, Omaha, 402-
331-1630 
• Electronic Recyclers, 1528 North 16th Street, 
Omaha, 402-408-0053 
• Computer Renaissance, 330 North 48th Street, 
Lincoln, 402-564-4040 
• Lincoln Action Program, 240 P Street, Lincoln, 
402-471-4528 
These are the only recyclers that I could find in 
Nebraska. Hopefully, the information presented 
here may help you to properly dispose of  
your obsolete or non-operational computer 
equipment. 
 
1 www.galtglobalreview.com/business/toxic_pcs.html, Old PC 
Toxic in Landfill Sites, Page 1 

 
 





gaming@yourlibrary  
Public Library Section and Trustees, Users and Friends Section  

Joint Spring Meeting 
Monday, May 22, 2006 Gering Public Library 

Wednesday, May 24, 2006 Lexington Public Library 
Thursday, May 25, 2006 La Vista Public Library 

 
Program 

8:45-9:30    Registration 
9:30-9:45    Welcome from PLS chair Stephen Hunt and    TUFS chair Maggie Harding 
9:45-12:30   Opening Session 
Russ Harper, Librarian at A.V. Sorensen Branch of the Omaha Public Library will 
enlighten you about the hot topic of gaming@yourlibrary. 
11:00-11:30 Break 
12:30-1:30 Catered Lunch and Update on NLA Business 
Librarians continue the discussion stimulated from this years “Spring Colloquium” 
with Joe Janes, American Libraries Internet Librarian 
1:30-2:30 Mary Jo Ryan will discuss “Encouraging Through Mentoring”  
2:30-3:00 Maggie Harding will talk about TUFS by- law changes 
 

Registration Form 
Name: ____________________________________________________ 

 
Library: ___________________________________________________ 

 
Address: __________________________________________________ 

 
Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

 
Email: ____________________________________________________ 

 
Member’s Number __________________________________________ 

Location:  Gering __   Lexington __   La Vista __ 
PLS Member __   TUFS Member __   Non-Member __ 

 
Registration by May 17, 2006 $15.00 (includes lunch) 
Non NLA-member registration  $20.00(includes lunch) 
Make check payable to NLA PLS section and send to: 

 
Stephen Hunt 

Plattsmouth Public Library  
401 Avenue A 

Plattsmouth, Nebraska 68048 
 



Be a Winner!  Link to NebraskAccess Today! 
 

      Why?  Because… 
 

• It’s Free 
• It’s Easy 
• It’s the Right Thing to Do 

 
We bet most of your patrons have at least heard of Yahoo and Google – references 
abound in the popular media - but what about NebraskAccess?  Have they heard of it?  
If not, why not?   
 
If you have a library web site that you use to promote library programs and services 
don’t leave off NebraskAccess, the very service people can access via the web 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week!  If you’re going to offer online services, by all means offer 
them online! 
 
To learn more about linking to NebraskAccess from your web site, see the following: 
 

• Logos You Can Use – Find NebraskAccess image files you can download and use 
to link to NebraskAccess from your web site.  Sample HTML code is provided. 
http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/nebraskaccess/toolbox/logos.html 

 
• Add NebraskAccess Links to your Web Site – Find the instructions and raw 

HTML code you need to link to NebraskAccess or to individual databases.  
http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/nebraskaccess/toolbox/addlinks.html 

 
You may also contact any member of the NebraskAccess team for more information: 
 

• Email: nebraskaccess@nlc.state.ne.us 
• Phone: 402-471-2045 or 800-307-2665 
• Allana Novotny, Jeannette Powell, Shannon Behrhorst, Susan Knisely 

 
 
 



Nebraska Sales Tax and Libraries 
 
 

 
 
The following information on Nebraska sales tax is provided by Ruth Karlsson with the Nebraska 
Department of Revenue.  She can be contacted to answer questions or other inquiries via email: 
Ruth.Karlssson@rev.ne.gov or via phone: 402-471-5992.   
 
What is sales tax? 
 
 

· Sales tax is a transactional tax.  It is imposed on the transaction called the sale rather than 
the item sold. 

 
· A sale is the transfer of title or possession of an item or taxable service for a consideration. 

 
Several examples of these sales at a public library are photocopies, computer disks, book bags,  
bookmarks, etc.  Sales tax must also be charged at book sales and items sold at fundraising auc-
tions (even silent auctions).   
 
                                                                  
 

 
· A lease or rental is treated exactly the same as a sale because a lease is considered to be a 

sale. 
 

· Remember: a sale is the transfer of title or possession, and since there is transfer of pos-
session in a lease, a lease is a sale.  

 
· There is no sales tax charged/collected on: ILL transactions, faxes, non-resident card fees, 

or the use of meeting rooms.  
 

 
How is sales tax collected? 
 

· Sales tax is collected by the retailer (including providers of taxable services such as public 
libraries) who is acting as an agent for the state.   The retailer also holds a sales tax permit.  

 
· Sales tax is calculated in gross receipts.  The point of delivery determines the tax rate.  All 

transactions are presumed to be taxable.  Retailers (including public libraries) must collect 
the tax or document why they didn’t.  

 
· Public libraries should work with their city/village administration concerning the holder of the 

sales tax permit and the required remittance of the sales tax to the Department of Revenue.  
This remittance would pertain to the amount of sales tax collected on sales at the library.  

 
 



 
 
 

PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM FOR LOAN 
 

The Nebraska Library Commission has purchased a Public Address System for each of the library 
systems. The self-contained PA system contains a clip-on microphone and a speaker that should 
produce sound for a large classroom. MLS member libraries may borrow this system at no cost ex-
cept return shipping for a 10 day period. It is very lightweight (8 pounds) and easy to use. Call the 
system office at 800-657-2192 if you would like to reserve the PA system for your next meeting. Be-
low are the details of the loan policy: 
 
 
Loans shall be made from the Meridian Library System (MLS) to an MLS member library but not to 
individuals for personal use. Loan shall be for a period of ten days, including shipping. Scheduling is 
on a first request received, first filled, basis. 
 
Use of the P.A. System is free. MLS pays for routine maintenance. The borrower shall be financially 
responsible for repair of any damages. Definition of damages shall include, but not be limited to, 
dropping, breakage, power surges, accidental damages, loss of parts. Whether to repair or replace-
ment shall be determined, and arranged for, at the discretion of the System Office. 
 
Borrower shall pick up and deliver the equipment or shall pay insurance and shipping charges to ob-
tain and to return equipment from/to System Office. Equipment shall be insured during shipment. 
The choice of which delivery service and the required insurance level shall be designated by the 
System Administrator. 
 
 
Delivery service ______________________ Insurance _______________ 
 
Borrower must provide name of library, contact person responsible for the equipment and its return, 
address where equipment will be used and contact phone. The phone is necessary for possible re-
calls. Use by the System Office shall have priority over loans. Equipment may be recalled by the 
System Office. 
 
I have read and agree to comply with this policy: 
 
____________________________________      _________________________ 
Signature of contact person                         Date 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
Address where equipment will be used 
 
Contact telephone _________________________________________________ 
 
 
Adopted by Meridian Library System Board March 20, 2006. 
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